The main conclusions the Committee appear to have arrived at, after hearing the evidence and examining 26 witnesses are, that farmers and gardeners suffer inconvenience through the present restrictions on the sale of poisons, and that the conveyance of arsenic is lax.
They therefore recommend that a new class of licensed but unqualified persons should be allowed to sell the poisons used in connection with agriculture, horticulture, or sanitation. At present, the sale of these poisonous preparations is restricted to duly qualified and registered chemists. The main safety of the public undoubtedly lies in the entire restriction of the sale of all poisonous substances to duly qualified persons, and it is to be hoped that when the legislature comes to deal with any amendment of the Pharmacy Act this course will be strictly adhered to, and that the regulations for the sale of poisons will be increased in stringency instead of being relaxed.
